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Source: Compiled by the authors from the Annual Statistical Report for the Texas Judiciary, 2013.

  Figure 7.1  	 Racial Representation of Justices and Judges in Texas, 2013

The nature of judicial districts may also prove to be an important impediment 
to minority representation in the state. Large counties in particular often treat the 
county as one district and then elect quite a few judges from that district as a 
whole. Minorities contend that using an at-large election system to select district 
and county judges makes it less likely that minorities will win. (See Chapter 12 for 
more information on at-large elections.)

Proponents of cumulative voting contend that it would benefit minority candi-
dates. Cumulative voting allows voters to take the total number of positions in a district 
and divide their votes for those positions among a few candidates or even give all of 
those votes to a single candidate. For example, in Harris County, which has fifty-nine 
judges, a voter could vote for fifty-nine candidates, or vote fifty-nine times for one 
candidate. This system allows voters to concentrate all of their votes in a district on one 
or two candidates, increasing the likelihood that a minority candidate will be elected. 
(See Chapter 12 for a discussion of cumulative voting.)

At-large election
an election in which a city or 
county is treated as a single 
district and candidates are 
elected from the entire district as 
a whole.

Cumulative voting
a system that allows voters to 
take the total number of positions 
to be selected in a district and 
concentrate their votes among 
one or a few candidates.


